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ACTIVITIES IN AVENEL

By LYNJ JAMES

AVENEL Swimming Pool’s trial 
of early morning laps or other quiet 
water activities time is now avail-
able three days per week on Mon-
day, Wednesday and Friday from 8 
to 9am.

 The Avenel Australia Day cel-
ebrations were a wonderful sharing 
opportunity for the whole commu-
nity at Jubilee Park on Saturday.

Our Australia Day Guest Speaker 
was Neil O’Sullivan, and Irish mi-
grant and Principal of Avenel Pri-
mary School. Neil spoke movingly 
and humorously about a range of 
important things in particular about 
the invaluable Australian provision 
of Medicare and the required fail 
minimum wage in a society that had 
quite some contrasts to the beloved 
land of his birth.

Kate Steers was awarded Avenel 
Citizen of the Year for her signifi -
cant and effective investigation of ‘It 
only takes one to make a difference” 

Community Project which provided 
relief supplies to a small farming 
town and district in NSW who are 
doing it tough in their long drought.

For their terrifi c contributions 
to the community, Lily Aitkins re-
ceived the Avenel Young Citizen 
Award, and Ely Reid was awarded 
the Junior Citizen Award as well as 
the Shire wide Award.

Silas Fischer, Avenel’s Young 
Citizen of the Year in 2008 gave a 
personal, charming, erudite speech, 
encouraging those who face the 
challenges of fi nding their future di-
rection in young adulthood in a new 
item called “Where are they now?”

The Skate Board Park Launch 
Day received the Community Event 
Award. The Community Organisa-
tion Award went to the Avenel Ac-
tion Group.

Gayle Mawson’s musical rendi-
tions of our National Anthem and 
“We are Australians” were inspiring 
and beautiful.

Mark Roper, who set up the 
Avenel House P.A. system was one 

of the many generous volunteers for 
the Avenel Australia Day Commit-
tee who did much of the hard work 
to make this community event pos-
sible.

Our Australia Day would not 
be complete without the gorgeous 
country fare of the Avenel Bowls 
Club workers and their customary 
light refreshments at the Tennis Club 
Rooms.

After the ceremony the Avenel 
Neighbourhood House, Local His-
tory Collective’s Annual Historical 
Display in the Court House was en-
joyed by locals, newcomers and visi-
tors alike.

A new evening program for busy 
people called “Writing in Com-
pany” is being held at the rear of 
Avenel Neighbourhood House every 
Wednesday fortnight from 7 to 8pm. 
Cost is $7 per session. Bring your 
own writing gear along to whatever 
session suits. Dates are January 30, 
February and March 13 and 27. En-
quiries can be made with April Kaye 
on 5796 2043.

District News

By PAUL MURRAY

LONGWOOD’S celebration of Austral-
ia Day began in the afternoon with many 
of the local families in attendance. 

The jumping castle was a great hit with 
the kids as a precursor to a sumptuous 
barbecue and the sharing of dozens of 
salads that members of the community 
had brought along.

One of the highlights of the afternoon 
was the cake decorating competition. 

About a dozen cakes were entered 
in the competition by various families 
and individuals all to raise money for the 
Royal Children’s Hospital ‘Good Friday 
Appeal’. 

There were Echidna, Shark and Snake 
cakes, Cricket Team cakes, Thong cakes 
and cakes with various other Australian 
decorations. 

The winner announced at the end of the 

event was the Echidna Cake submitted 
by local stalwart Shona Guest closely 
followed by the Longwood CFA Cricket 
Team cake. 

All cakes were sold by auction and 
raised a total of $690 for the Royal Chil-
dren’s Hospital with one cake raising 
$215 alone - a great effort.

The ceremony itself, with Neil Tubb as 
MC, began with the singing of the national 
anthem by Rebecca Threlfall, Paul Murray 
and some of the local school children. 

Awards were then presented by local 
councillors Mick Williams and Malcolm 
Little. 

Citizen of the Year was awarded to Travis 
Stefanos for his tireless efforts as our local 
principal and his ongoing contribution to 
the community as a long standing player 
with the Longwood Football Team.

The Event of the Year Award was given 
to the Longwood Football and Netball 
Club for the organisation and manage-
ment of the Longwood Beer, Wine and 
Cider Festival held last year.

The community’s guest speakers for 
the day were the Longwood Primary 
School children themselves. 

Each of the children spoke in turn about 
what Australia Day means to them and 
their families. 

Each of the students spoke about the 
importance of community and the need to 
support each other. 

It was a fitting way to end the celebra-
tion with the thoughts of our future com-
munity leaders.

Australia Day at Longwood a grand affair

FESTIVAL SUCCESS: Members of the L ongwood Football and Netball Club were proud to receive the Award for the 
Event of the Year in recognition of their efforts in conducting the Longwood Beer, Wine and Cider Festival in 2018. 
Pictured are (from left) Ricki Shiner, Jenna O’Grady, Jade Shiner, Kathryn Goodall and Mark Goodall.

FUTURE LEADERS: Travis Stefanos introduces each of 
the student speakers at the Longwood Australia Day 
Celebrations. Students are (from left) Mika Stefanos, 
Evie Stefanos, Ruby Hulett and Jay Huggins.

TIRELESS EFFORT: Travis Stefanos pictured here (left) was 
presented with the Longwood Citizen of the Year Award by 
Councillor Malcolm Little for his tireless efforts working for the 
community in large part as principal of the Longwood Primary 
School.

AUSTRALIA DAY
LONGWOOD

WORK WANTED

Euroa Library Coordinator  
(job share) (Part- time) 

The role of Euroa Library Coordinator 
with Goulburn Valley Libraries requires 

an enthusiastic, customer oriented 
person who has good communications 
skills that will enable them to operate 

the Euroa Library in a job share 
arrangement.

This 34 hour a fortnight part-time position 
will include rostered weekend shifts. This 
role is jointly responsible for coordinating 

experience is essential.
Further information and the position 

com.au Applications close by end of day 
on 16 February 2019 and can be made 

Vacant or by post to HR Coordinator,  

SENIOR FINANCE OFFICER
 Full Time - Ongoing 
 

An opportunity currently exists for a dynamic professional to join 
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AUSTSHEAR

professional shearing teams 

Phone Brendan 0427 533 243.

EMPLOYMENT

Emailyouradvert gazetteclassifieds@nemedia.com.au

Classifieds
Work!

Phone:
(03) 5795 3041


